THE  REGENERATION  OF   BRITAIN

elaborate legislation, for example by a declaration from No 10
Downing Street that no more hereditary peers were to be
created at all, backed up if necessary by a humble address from
the Commons to the Crown. This would also be a significant
public mood-changer, symbolically ushering in an age of
reform.

But how much better to do. the job properly and eliminate
the hereditary peers altogether, except on ceremonial occasions.
This would still leave a large nucleus of first creations and life
peers who could be strengthened by fresh appointments. It
wouldn't even be necessary to make your recruits life peers. A
simple amendment to the Standing Orders of the House of
Lords would allow commoners to receive Writs of Attendance,
which confer no nobility, but would permit the recipient to
take part in the debates.

Perhaps the most decisive argument that can be used in
favour of settling things once and for all is the psychological
one. Britain today is choked with pomp, strangled by privilege
and weakened by nostalgia for the past. The continuation
of an hereditary-peerage-with-power symbolises and sustains
this unhealthy situation. It deadens innovation and crushes
individual enterprise far more effectively than the supposed
bureaucracy of the Welfare State. And, more specifically, it is
a massive irrelevance, keeping out of an advisory second cham-
ber many brilliant, creative, and experienced people who,
though not wishing to stand for the Commons, must somehow
be harnessed to the task of national regeneration.
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